
In Your Words Parents and educators weighed in, and here are some of
the comments that stood out:

Sequestration is a budget cutting 
process that started this year and 
will continue for the next nine years!

TAKE ACTION!

have seen changes in their 

child's special education 

services due to budget cuts 

in public schools since the 

beginning of the last school 

year (2012-2013)

53%
OF PARENTS

Parents surveyed have 
children at all grade levels

7.8%  Pre K

28.9%  Grades 9 - 12

30.6  %  Grades 6 - 8

51.2%  Grades K - 5

5.7%  Post Secondary

Under sequestration, Congress cut $2.5 billion from federal 
education funding in �scal year 2013, including $579 
million from special education (IDEA Part B). We surveyed 
more than 1,000 parents on LD.org to see how budget cuts 
have a�ected their children's education. Here are the results.

When I am thinking about what is 
happening to public education in 
Michigan right now, I want to cry. My 
daughter...all our kids...deserve so 
much better. We should all be so 
ashamed of how we are failing them. 
—Michigan

My child has dyslexia, is in the 4th 
grade... He will be on public welfare 
his entire life if he is denied the help 
he needs now, as a child, to be able to 
learn.
—Near Phoenix, Arizona

My son su�ers from APD 
(auditory processing disorder). 
Due to the increase of students in 
my son’s classrooms, he has a hard 
time concentrating. He comes 
home crying because he can’t 
understand the teacher. 
—Fresno, California

I have three children with disabilities. We 
struggle enough to �nd/argue/�ght for 
an appropriate education so our children 
aren’t left behind in their community 
when they become adults. 

Please hear my voice. 
—North Dakota

I am an Inclusion teacher at my son's 
high school. Our special education 
department lost a certi�ed position 
and two paraprofessional positions. 
Students receive services, but we have 
cut our presence in all but core classes.
—Mississippi

Our schools cannot a�ord audio text 
books, one-on-one instruction.
—Houston, Texas

My biggest concern is for the children 
in the Head Start programs around 
the State of Alaska and the program 
cuts that have been made. Without 
early learning programs rural Alaska 
children will fall farther and farther 
behind... What an injustice to our 
future.
—Anchorage, Alaska 

In our local school, the K-5 grade 
population has grown from 530 to 
760 students in three years. And still 

there is only one special educator and 
three reading specialists. Too little for 
too large a group and the reason they 
cannot expand is budget shortfalls.
—Bethesda, Maryland

My son … has been able to get the 
wonderful help and personalized 
services that he needs for his various 
disabilities. However this year his class 
size went from 8 to 15 students. This 
almost doubled the size of his class! 
Stop cutting funding from those who 
need it the most. 
Sincerely, A Very Concerned Mother
—Near Provo, Utah

32.2% Services 
Decreased

29.5% Class Size
Increased

27.4% Service Providers 
Decreased

13.1% Student Placement
Changed

School Changes In public schools that have experienced budget cuts, parents 
have observed these changes in their children’s education:
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TAKE
ACTION NOW!

Go to LD.org/NoMoreCuts 
to tell Congress to stop 

cutting education!


