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June 20, 2016 

 

The Honorable Tom Cole    The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 

Chairman      Ranking Member 

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human  Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human 

Services and Education     Services and Education 

2467 Rayburn House Office Building   2413 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20515 

 

 
Dear Chairman Cole and Ranking Member DeLauro: 

 
The National Center for Learning Disabilities, which works on behalf of the 1 in 5 individuals with 

learning and attention issues and their families, commends the U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee for 

passing the first bipartisan Labor-HHS-Education bill in seven years. As the U.S. House of 

Representatives Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services and Education works towards 

passing a Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations bill, we urge the Subcommittee to provide substantial 

investment in programs that impact the educational opportunity of America’s children.    

 

While the Senate Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations bill includes modest increases to selected 

programs, we are deeply concerned that it remains $270 million below FY 2016 allocations, and $2 

billion below the Administration’s request. In particular, we are alarmed over the $220 million cut to the 

Department of Education’s budget from FY 2016. Continuing to underfund these programs and agencies 

is irresponsible, unsustainable, and will result in an increased need for costly remediation in the long-

term.  

 

 

Specifically we urge:   

 

 Significant Investments in Early Learning Programs, particularly the Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)’s infants, toddlers, and preschool grants programs 
(IDEA Part C, Part B Sec. 619), which provide critical interventions and family supports that 

address challenges early; and the Preschool Development Grants recently authorized in the 

bipartisan Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) to be administered by the Department of Health 

and Human Services.   

 

 Full Funding of Special Education, specifically IDEA Part B grants to states, which supports 

the delivery of special education services to 6.7 million students with disabilities. When this civil 

rights law was passed in 1975, Congress promised to fund 40 percent of the excess per pupil 

expenditures. While we are pleased to see an increase of $40 million for this critical program, this 

nominal investment is still less than half the level of Congress’ original commitment.  
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 Significant Investments in Educator Development particularly the Supporting Effective 

Instruction state grants, IDEA’s personnel preparation programs (Part D), and other 

programs that provide educators with the tools they need to be effective. Research demonstrates 

that a child’s teacher is the single most important in-school factor that impacts their educational 

outcomes. The vast majority of students with learning and attention issues spend most of their day 

in a general education classroom with a general education teacher who has had limited formal 

preparation to address their needs. These programs will help educators build their expertise to 

provide all students, including those with learning and attention issues, with a meaningful 

educational experience. 

 

 Significant Investments in Research in the Science of Learning, specifically the centers within 

the Institute of Education Sciences, and particularly the National Center for Special Education 

Research (NCSER) which is still reeling from a 30% funding cut received in FY 2011.  NCSER 

provides educators with invaluable research to help improve outcomes for students with 

disabilities.   

 

Additionally, significant investments are needed to support research conducted by the National 

Science Foundation (NSF) and National Institute of Child Health and Human Development 

(NICHD) within the National Institutes of Health.  Both NSF and NICHD produce cutting-edge 

findings on key issues that help us understand the differences in brain function that impact how a 

person’s brain processes information and how they learn. With this information, we can better 

tailor interventions, instructional strategies, accommodations, and support for individuals with 

learning and attention issues.      

 

 Significant Investments to Build Parent Engagement, including the Special Education Parent 

Information Centers authorized in IDEA and the Statewide Family Engagement Centers 

(SFECs) grant program authorized in ESSA which provides resources for parents and 

professional development to schools to improve engagement. With ESSA implementation 

underway, states, school districts and school leaders need programs to engage parents as 

stakeholders and effectively implement the law as Congress intended. 

 

 Significant Investments in Comprehensive Literacy Programs such as the recently authorized 

LEARN Act, which addresses the needs of students who struggle with diagnosed or unidentified 

reading issues; and the Comprehensive Literacy Center, also authorized in ESSA, which needs 

at least $5 million annually to achieve its mission of serving as a clearinghouse of evidence-based 

resources for educators and parents to better meet the needs of students who may struggle with 

reading, writing, language processing, comprehension or executive functioning due to a disability 

like dyslexia.   

 

This focus on literacy comes at critical juncture as the achievement gap between students with 

and without disabilities continues to exist. Reading is a fundamental skill that is often hard to 

acquire and master for children with learning disabilities, such as dyslexia, but early recognition  
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of learning challenges combined with timely, effective evidence-based services are critical to 

support student success.  

 

 Significant Investments to Expand Postsecondary Opportunities for Students with 

Disabilities including through a minimum investment of $10 million to support the National 

Center for College Students with Disabilities (NCCSD) within the Fund for the Improvement 

of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE).  NCCSD provides critical information to prospective 

college students with disabilities and their families and assistance to colleges and universities, 

faculty and disability services providers to help build the capacity of higher education institutions 

to meet the needs of students with disabilities.  

 

More students with learning and attention issues are graduating high school than ever before and 

colleges need to become welcoming learning environments for diverse learners.  Investing in 

programs that support all students with disabilities as they transition to college and providing 

them with support once enrolled is critically important to ensuring young adults with disabilities 

have the opportunity to graduate from college and success in the workplace.  

 

 

Without an increased allocation to programs that support improved educational outcomes, it will be 

virtually impossible to meaningfully expand investments in important initiatives—such as implementing 

the bipartisan Every Student Succeeds Act, increasing high school graduation, and continuing to improve 

college access and completion. 

 

We continue to advocate for the elimination of the discretionary spending caps in order to fully fund our 

nation’s education programs at an adequate level. We urge the Subcommittee on Labor, Health and 

Human Services and Education to make strategic investments in the programs listed above to support a 

high quality education for all children, including the 2.5 million students with specific learning 

disabilities, the 6 million students with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), and many 

others who struggle with undiagnosed learning and attention issues. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Lindsay E. Jones, Esq. 

Vice President and Chief Policy and Advocacy Officer 

National Center for Learning Disabilities 


