
The Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act / No Child Left Behind

 

Alternate Assessment 
(AA-AAS)

 

General Assessment 
with appropriate 
accomodations

 

 
Students who take the alternate 
assessment may not have 
access to the content needed 
to earn a regular diploma and, 
in some states, may no longer 
be eligible to graduate with a 
regular diploma. 

 
Students who take the general 
assessment continue to learn 
the content needed to earn a 
regular diploma.

 
This is the assessment that all 
students take. Some students 
with disabilities might use 
accommodations (such as 
extra time) just as they do 
during instruction. This 
assessment is based on grade-
level achievement standards.

 
This assessment is designed 
for a very small number of 
students with disabilities – 
those with the most significant 
cognitive disabilities, –
estimated to be 1% of all 
students. This test may include 
substantially simplified content 
and is not based on grade-level 
achievement standards.

WHAT ASSESSMENTS CAN MY CHILD WITH A DISABILITY TAKE?

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?

WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR MY CHILD’S FUTURE?

WHY DOES INCLUDING MY CHILD IN ASSESSMENT MATTER?

1 2

Federal laws – NCLB and IDEA – require that students with disabilities take an annual assessment.  Under NCLB, 
students are tested annually in reading and math in grades 3-8 and once again during high school. Every school, 
school district and state must report student performance on these yearly tests. This reporting allows parents to see 
how students with disabilities are performing compared to their peers without disabilities.

EXAMINING   TESTING   REQUIREMENTS

Studies (IES, 2014) show that when schools are accountable for all students in their assessment system, 
they are more likely to:

• Provide 2-3 hours/day of extra instruction in reading and math.

• Have general and special educators who have had 3 or more days of professional development 
related to teaching students with disabilities.

By The Numbers
• 5.7 million students with 

disabilities in the U.S., or 
12% of the total student 
population

• Almost 75% of students with 
disabilities are diagnosed 
with a learning disability, a 
speech/language disorder, 
or another issue such as 
ADHD

It is important to 
remember that

NCLD believes federal 
law should limit the 

number of students who 
can take the AA-‐AAS to 

1% of all students.

equals approximately 
10% of students with 

disabilities.

1% of ALL 
students



1. The assessment system includes 
the Smarter Balanced  
assessment for Grades 3 through 
8 and 11 in reading and math. 
Students are also assessed on 
CMT/CAPT Science in Grades 5, 8 
and 10.  

2. Students with significant cognitive 
disabilities in Grades 3 through 
8 and 11 are assessed with the 
Connecticut Alternate Assessment 
(CTAA).

CONNECTICUT

1. STAAR – most students will take 
STAAR with or without allowable 
accommodations.

2. STAAR-A (For students who  
need more significant  
accommodations; same standards 
as STAAR; embedded supports 
designed to help students with 
disabilities access the content being 
assessed, including visual aids, 
graphic organizers, clarifications of 
construct-irrelevant terms, and text-
to-speech functionality)

3. STAAR Alternate 2 (for students 
 with significant cognitive  
disabilities; administered  
individually to each eligible student)

TEXAS

1. TCAP Achievement test: a timed, 
multiple choice assessment in 
reading, language arts, mathe-
matics, science and social studies.

2. TCAP Alternate Portfolio (TCAP-Alt 
PA): alternative assessments  
available to students with  
disabilities for whom participation 
in the regular state assessment is 
inappropriate, even with the use of 
extensive accommodations.

TENNESSEE

1. The North Carolina End-of- 
Grade Tests: measure student 
performance on grade-level  
competencies.

2. NCEXTEND1: the Alternate  
Assessment with Alternate 
Achievement Standards; eligible 
students are only those who are 
not pursuing a North Carolina high 
school diploma, and those with 
a “significant cognitive disability 
(i.e., exhibits severe and pervasive 
delays in ALL areas of conceptual, 
linguistic and academic develop-
ment and also in adaptive behavior 
areas, such as communication, 
daily living skills, and self-care).”

NORTH CAROLINA

1. Participate in the statewide 
general assessments without 
accommodation(s);

2. Participate in the statewide  
general assessments with  
accommodation(s); or

3. Participate in Rhode Island’s  
alternate assessments (NCSC 
Reading, Writing and Mathematics, 
RIAA Science), which are both 
available only for students with an 
Individualized Education Program 
(IEP) who have a disability or 
multiple disabilities that  
significantly impact intellectual 
functioning and adaptive behavior 
essential for someone to live  
independently and to function 
safely in daily life.

RHODE ISLAND

1. Pennsylvania System of School 
Assessment (PSSA) is given to every 
Pennsylvania student in grades 3 
through 8 and grade 11 is assessed 
in reading and math. 

2. Pennsylvania Alternate System 
of Assessment (PASA): alternate 
assessment designed for students 
with the most significant cogni-
tive disabilities. Specifically, it is 
intended for those who are unable 
to participate meaningfully in the 
PSSA even with accommodations. 
The PASA is an individually admin-
istered test given each spring to 
students by their teacher or another 
certified Test Administrator who 
knows the student well. Test admin-
istration can be adapted so that 
even students with the most severe 
disabilities can participate in the 
assessment and receive a score.

PENNSYLVANIA

EXAMPLES OF  
STATE ASSESSMENTS

Many states are transitioning to PARCC or Smarter Balanced assessments.  
Be sure to check your state’s website for the most up-‐to-‐date information.

For more information, contact:  

The National Center for 
Learning Disabilities 
1220 L Street NW, Suite 815 
Washington, DC 20005

www.NCLD.org

If your child needs  
accommodations, speak to 
your school about how  to 
request them so that your 
child can fully participate in 
the general assessment.

!


