
June 23, 2015 

 

 

The Honorable Harold Rogers   The Honorable Nita Lowey 

Chairman      Ranking Member 

Committee on Appropriations    Committee on Appropriations 

U.S. House of Representatives    U.S. House of Representatives  

Washington, D.C., 20515    Washington, D.C., 20515 

 

Dear Chairmen Rogers and Ranking Member Lowey: 

 

As you prepare the fiscal year 2016 appropriations for Labor, Health and Human Services, 

Education, and related agencies, the National Center for Learning Disabilities urges you to oppose 

the appropriations levels proposed in the House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations bill.  

 

The Labor-HHS-Education subcommittee proposes a $2.77 billion, or 4.1%, decrease in 

discretionary funding for the Department of Education, a larger cut than occurred under the fiscal 

year 2013 sequester. Overall discretionary funding, excluding Pell grants, would be lower than 

fiscal year 2004, without accounting for inflation or enrollment growth. 

 

The proposed bill would result in a modest increase to special education through the Individuals 

with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) state grants and technical assistance while level-funding 

IDEA’s grants for infants and preschool, personnel development, parent information centers, and 

technology and media services. Students with learning and attention issues who do not receive 

services under IDEA rely on programs designed to help all learners such as the Striving Readers 

program, the School Improvement Grants (SIG), Investing in Innovation (i3), Preschool 

Development Grants, and the Elementary and Secondary School Counseling grants. Students who 

are both gifted and learning disabled also take advantage of accelerated courses, supported by the 

Javitz Gifted and Talented program and the Advanced Placement program. Overall, the proposed 

$2.77 billion cut would result in the elimination of 27 programs, cuts for 10 programs, and level-

funding for 31 programs. Since students with learning disabilities are in general education 

classrooms, the elimination or decreased funding of these programs would result in a detrimental 

reduction of the services that support the healthy growth and development of all children.  

 

In light of the difficult budget decisions you face, we want to stress the importance of education 

programs in preparing students for participation in higher education and the workforce. We 

appreciate your consideration of our request to oppose the funding levels set forth in the House 

Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2016.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
Lindsay E. Jones, Esq. 

Director, Public Policy & Advocacy 

National Center for Learning Disabilities 


