
SUCCESS IN SCHOOL, SUCCESS IN LIFE 
POLICIES TO SUPPORT CHILDREN WITH LEARNING & ATTENTION ISSUES 

 
Children with learning and attention issues

1
, such as dyslexia or ADHD, may have trouble with 

reading, writing, math, organization, concentration, listening comprehension, social skills, motor 
skills or a combination of these. Improving outcomes for this student population must become a 
priority for policymakers through 4 key goals.   
 
(1) Identify Early: Early signs of learning and attention issues, like dyslexia, may be present as 
early as preschool and must not be ignored. There must be timely screening to determine 
whether a child needs a special education evaluation.  Early recognition of learning challenges 
combined with timely, effective, evidence-based services are critical to fostering student success.  
 

We urge Congress – through the reauthorization of the Elementary and  
Secondary Education Act -- to enact strong provisions to encourage screening  
and interventions in early elementary grades for learning and attention issues  
to foster a more robust Child Find, as required by the Individuals with  
Disabilities Education Act.  

 
(2)  Build Educator Expertise:  The majority of students with dyslexia and other learning and 
attention issues spend their day in the general education classroom, but few general educators 
have the expertise to address their needs.  Teachers need training – starting in their college 
preparation programs and extending into their teaching career – to know the early signs of 
learning and attention issues, to apply evidence-based teaching strategies such as universal 
design for learning,  maximize use of accommodations assistive technology, and incorporate 
social emotional learning in the classroom.  
 

We urge Congress to require educators receive appropriate professional  
development in the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary  
Education Act; and require teacher preparation programs to build the skills of  
all educators to address the needs of students with learning and attention  
issues in the reauthorization of the Higher Education Act.  

 
(3)  Invest in Special Education & Research:  Over six million young children and adolescents – 
many of whom have learning and attention issues – receive special education services provided 
by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  These services should be grounded in 
research and tailored to meet the needs of each child.  Yet, the investment for IDEA and special 
education research remains inadequate to meet the needs of children, families, and educators.  
 

We urge Congress to increase and prioritize the investment in IDEA, the  
National Center for Special Education Research within the Institute of  
Education Sciences, National Science Foundation, and National Institute for  
Child and Human Development to support the needs of students with learning  
and attention issues.  

  
(4) Ensuring Federal Agencies Enforce Laws:  Existing laws – such as the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act, Americans with Disabilities Act, Rehabilitation Act – are supposed to 
provide children and families with equal access and appropriate services.  Yet, far too often, 
flawed implementation leads to the denial of these supports, making oversight and monitoring – 
at the federal, state, and local levels – important levers in making sure children are getting what 
they need.   
 

We urge Congress to strengthen the tools for ensuring students with disabilities are  
appropriately supported and made available to the U.S. Departments of Education and  
Justice.  

                                                           
1 Children with learning and attention issues may have Individualized Education Programs, 504 Plans, ADHD, auditory processing disorder, communication disorders, 

dyscalculia, dysgraphia, dyslexia, dyspraxia, executive functioning issues, nonverbal learning disabilities, sensory processing issues and visual processing issues. 


