
As Congress rewrites the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), 
better known as No Child Left Behind, it must ensure that states and school 
districts continue to be held accountable for the success of the the 1 in 5 
students with learning and attention issues.

PUTS NEEDS OF STUDENTS 
FIRST 

Well-designed accountability 
systems expect and support 
all students to graduate from 
high school ready for college 
and career.  This is crucial for 
students with learning and 
attention issues, who have 
been traditionally underserved 
in our educational system.

TELLS THE TRUE STORY 
ABOUT STUDENT  
PERFORMANCE FOR 
PARENTS & EDUCATORS 

When students with learning 
and attention issues take the 
same annual, state-wide assess-
ment as all other students—with 
the appropriate accommoda-
tions and services they need—it 
provides parents and educators 
with critical information on how 
well schools are serving these 
kids and how they are achieving 
compared to their same-age 
and -grade peers. This informa-
tion can prompt conversations 
between families and educators 
about how to adjust teaching 
strategies and tailor supports to 
help students thrive. 
 

IDENTIFIES ACHIEVEMENT  
GAPS

Just a decade ago, schools 
masked the performance 
of students with learning 
and attention issues by 
simply reporting the average 
performance of all students 
in a school.  This practice 
prevented parents from 
knowing how groups of 
students – such as those with 
disabilities – were really doing 
in school.  Now that states, 
districts, and schools must 
publically share how students 
with disabilities are performing, 
parents and educators have 
identified achievement gaps 
between groups of students 
and can better focus on where 
additional supports are needed 
to raise achievement.
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In September 2015, 
NCLD Surveyed 1,200 
Parents & Educators, 
here’s what they said:

Believe that states should set 
goals for student academic  
progress and high school graduate 
rates as a way to improve how  
they serve students. 

Believe that academic progress 
and high school graduation rates 
are important indicators of how 
well schools are serving students.

Believe that schools should be 
required to find a way to help 
students who are underperforming.

Believe that schools should be held 
accountable for students making 
academic progress.

97% 
of parents

93% 
of educators

98% 
of parents

95% 
of educators

86% 
of parents

72% 
of educators

84% 
of parents

70% 
of educators



 Q:  HAS ACCOUNTABILITY MATTERED FOR     
   STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES?

 A:   YES!
 

When schools are held accountable for the performance 
of students with disabilities, they these students are more 
likely to:

• Deliberately be moved from self-contained classrooms 
to general education classrooms.

• Receive 2-3 hours/day of extra instruction in reading  
and math. 

• Have access to co-teaching (general and special 
educators teaching together) 

• Have general and special educations educators who  
have had more professional development related to 
teaching students with disabilities.

  (Source: Institute of Education Sciences)

Emphasis on 
academic  
achievement 

Meaningful goals  
for improvement  
and gap-closing 

Action based  
on meeting/
missing  goals
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ENSURES SCHOOLS WILL 
TAKE ACTION WHEN 
STUDENTS FALL BEHIND

Parents expect that their 
school will take action to 
improve the performance 
of students who are falling 
behind.  When students with 
learning and attention issues 
are underperforming, federal 
education law must require that 
states and school districts step 
in to ensure that students and 
educators receive support to 
help students succeed.  
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“Schools and districts 
must be accountable for 
the academic progress of 
students with disabilities 
so that they are prepared 
for college and careers.” 

– Special Education Teacher 
& Parent, Florida 

RECOGNIZES HIGH 
PERFORMING SCHOOLS 

Accountability systems allow 
the public to know which 
schools are successfully 
supporting all learners and 
helping them achieve academ-
ically.  Such success should 
be celebrated and shared. 
High-performing schools can 
serve as a model for schools 
facing similar challenges so 
that all students – including 
students with learning and 
attention issues – receive 
the tailored instruction and 
supports they need to succeed.

5 3 Elements for 
A Strong  

Accountability 
System


