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The mission of NCLD is to improve the lives of the 1 in 5 children and adults nationwide with learning and
attention issues — by empowering parents and young adults, transforming schools, and advocating for equal
rights and opportunities. We're working to create a society in which every individual possesses the academic,
social, and emotional skills needed to succeed in school, at work, and in life. In 2018, NCLD focused on influencing

policy, empowering parents, and lifting up youth voices.

Influencing Policy

Working to Ensure That Every Student Succeeds

NCLD released Assessing ESSA:
Missed Opportunities for Students
With Disabilities, the only national
analysis of how all 50 state education
plans include and serve students with
disabilities under the Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA), the nation’s
newest K-12 education law. NCLD worked with state
and local decision makers to ensure that students
with disabilities were part of the planning process.

ASSESSING ESSA -* -

Resources to Support Self-Advocacy

NCLD released Agents of Their Own .
Success: Self-Advocacy Skills and S
Self-Determination for Students With e
Disabilities in the Era of Personalized -
Learning. This report and the suite of
related resources offer research-based
practices to ensure that all students
have the self-advocacy skills they need to be successful
and make decisions about their learning. The resources
tailored to students, families, educators, policy makers,
and others are designed to ensure that every stake-
holder can take an active role in making a difference.

Agents of Their Own Succ

~ There are more than 6 million
# students with disabilities in public
schools in the United States.

More than 85% of students with

disabilities can achieve grade-level *
standards with the right supports

and services.

Yet, 33 states did not include
academic data of students
with disabilities in their school
rating systems.

NCLD provided expert assistance
to 14 states on how to improve
their plans.
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Empowering Parents

Building the Framework for Parent Engagement

NCLD developed an infrastructure to support parent communities in key states. Working
with Parent Fellows, NCLD set the stage for a parent engagement program and began
hosting Advocate Academies. Parents who attended these events learned about learning
and attention issues and gained a variety of advocacy skills, including how to tell parent
stories in advocacy, how to use advocacy strategies at the school board, and how to
participate in legislative advocacy.

Resources to Support Parent Advocacy

NCLD supported parents in their use of three parent advocacy toolkits to enable

effective advocacy on behalf of their children. These toolkits focused on topics IEI Take Action
such as telling personal stories related to learning disabilities, understanding and Uizl
advocating on ESSA, and advocating to increase the quality of professional development

for educators. Combined, these resources were downloaded 27,000 times. Understood

Lifting Up Youth Vmces

Empowering Young Adult Leaders

NCLD welcomed its inaugural class of the Young Adult L eadership Councill,
a program to directly engage and empower young adults. Through this
program, NCLD worked with a dozen young people with learning and
attention issues from across the country to begin their journey into local
and systemic advocacy. NCLD worked with each young adult to identify
issues of importance to them and build skills to effect change on a local level.

Spotlight on Self-Advocacy
2 NCLD at SXSW EDU 2018
To bring self-advocacy to the national stage, NCLD advocate

Will Marsh traveled to Austin, Texas for SXSWEdu 2018. Wh I WO n rt
There, Will shared his personal story as a student advocate

and self-advocate. He reflected on knowing his strengths Ask For H Elp
and weaknesses and on building the confidence to express S e lf AdVO ca Cy
his learning disability freely and advocate for others along

the way. fO r All

Brian Stack

Sanborn Regional
High School

Will Marsh
Spotlight on Dyslexia

Lindsay E. Jones, Esq.
National Center for
Learning Disabilities
Moderator

Manju Banerjee,
Ph.D.

Landmark College

Wednesday, March 7th 5:00-6:00pm » Austin Convention Center, Room 9AB
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The Year in Numbers
2018 Financial Report

Total Revenue Total Expenses Net Assets Net Assets
Beginning of the Period End of the Period
$16,510,478 $13,145,868 $3,405,606 $6,770,216

Support Services
$3,632,768 (27.6%R

Program Services
$9,513,100 (72.4%)

Breakdown of _ CICELGIYLETE Program Services Expenses

-,

o

Parent Empowerment: 44%

B Fundraising: 7.5%
[l Management and General: 20.1% Policy and Advocacy: 10.9%
Educator Project 10.9%

Young Adult Program: 4.3%

EOERCE

School Transformation: 2.3%
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